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1. Will there be a TAP Lab tour on Industry Day? 
No, there is currently not a lab tour scheduled for the event. 

2. If any program objectives have changed for Round #4, relative to the prior round, 
could you please clarify those changes?  
The focus areas have changed from the previous years to incorporate feedback from the 
community and to emphasize transition plans and real-world application.  The criteria with 
which the papers are evaluated remains the same. 

3. Can some sort of tour or meeting with OBAC Operators be scheduled so that we can 
develop a better understanding of user needs and how our technologies could be 
transitioned into the OBAC?  We believe better proposals and better programs could 
be formulated if we had this information. 
The Operational Battlespace Awareness Center (OBAC) currently does not offer tours, 
however members from the operational community will be present at Industry Day. 

4. Can an offeror submit more than one whitepaper? 
Yes, offerors may submit multiple whitepapers. 

5. Can an offeror submit a single whitepaper covering multiple focus areas? 
Yes, offerors may cover multiple focus areas in their submissions. 

6. What should offerors include in their assumptions about data access? 
Offerors can assume that government-use data can be provided and need to be specific in the 
white paper submission of their data needs. 

7. Can the Government confirm that the offeror will retain rights to existing products or 
tools built before the BAA award and that only the resulting products developed 
through the BAA require Government Purpose Rights? 
Any product or tool built prior to BAA award will be discussed on a case by case basis 
through negotiations. 

8. Please confirm development activities can occur at contractor facilities. 
Development activities can occur at contractor facilities.  However, eventually the product 
will need to transition to the TAP Lab in order to be considered for transition to an 
operational environment.  The focus areas in this data call emphasize the need for clear 
transition plans within the Period of Performance. 

9. The BAA White Paper instructions request costs by year.  Are these desired in contract 
year (from contract start date), calendar year or government fiscal year?   
Costs are desired by contract start date.   

10. Is it possible to release real (vice emulated) SBIRS data (without source attribution) to 
UNCLASSIFIED users by either introducing a time latency or reducing the resolution?   
No 

11. Do I need to pass my clearances or a visit request? 
Yes, clearance information was included in the registration email if you registered.   

12. Does the white paper need certified cost or pricing data?   
No, certified cost and pricing data will be requested at the Request for Proposal (RFP) stage 
for contracts over $2 million. 

13. Are there any guidelines for how much a price can change between white paper and 
proposal?   
No, and vendors will not be penalized for differences in the white paper and proposal as it is 
understood costs will increase in fidelity as the project is fully fleshed out.  Having relatively 
accurate estimates at the white paper stage will allow the government to budget for contract 
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awards.  A large increase in project costs at the proposal stage may necessitate a rebalance 
of resources by the government for BAA contract awards. 

14. How much info do you want in the White Paper with respect to cost and schedule for 
the follow-on efforts?   
In the white paper, the government would want to understand your ideas for how to 
transition the capability into ops.  Explaining your concept on how you intend to deliver the 
application to an end user, as well as the associated timeline and costs is important to our 
understanding of your concept.  Papers are limited in length to limit the detailed effort and 
resources vendors typically spend on proposals; however, vendors will need to concisely 
explain the intent of the project and its real-world application.  Please refer to the 
FedBizOps posting PDF for clarification on requirements.  

15. Will the website be updated with the latest BAA winners?   
Yes, once all are awarded.  Expect the posting on boulderlab.org to be updated in the next 
few weeks. 

16. If incorporating technology from another government contracted project that has data 
rights protections (e.g. SBIR), how does that apply in this BAA?   
Each data rights assertion will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.  Please explain any 
potential limited rights assertions within the White Paper. 

17. Please clarify the expectations on how much detail is needed in terms of transition and 
partnering in the white paper?  Or will these details be worked out during the BAA 
executions?   
The government would expect vendors to provide at a minimum a transition agency that may 
be interested in your concept (e.g. OBAC, NOAA, 557 Weather Wing).  Better papers will 
explain how the data/product/application/etc. will be used by the user community and in 
what manner.  The more you develop and communicate your concept, the better evaluators 
will be able to assess the viability of your concept. 

18. How do we know what topic or ideas may have been proposed before so we don’t risk 
submitting something that would be disqualified?   
The government does not share information on concepts that have not been selected in 
previous rounds of the BAA. 

19. Will TAP consider proposals based solely on non-SBIRS data streams under this BAA? 
(e.g. energetic partial data)   
The government will consider all white papers that meet the submission requirements. 

20. I’m unfamiliar with HEMI/SOFA?  How can we get access to the documentation source 
as it is no longer on boulderlab.org?   
If you require information about the HEMI/SOFA APIs, please contact Capt Matthew 
Holmes (matthew.holmes.11@us.af.mil) and he will securely transfer the information to you.  
The government is unable to post the information to boulderlab.org due to foreign disclosure 
constraints.  The government must verify the recipient of the HEMI/SOFA documentation is a 
US Citizen. 

21. Is there an expectation that applications that process data in the S-TAP must be proven 
in the U-TAP before being allowed to integrate in S-TAP?  If yes, is there an instance on 
HEMI in the U-TAP that can provide ASSET data as ILOS?   
There is no expectation that capabilities matriculate from U-TAP to S-TAP.  The 
Unclassified development environments are a preferred method offered by the TAP Lab to 
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allow vendors to securely develop capabilities without investing resources in their own 
facilities and without needing to travel to TAP Lab where possible. 

22. Will there be a government controlled instance of SWAMP for developers to use 
without needing to publish their code to the open internet version of SWAMP?   
All code delivered to the TAP Lab is scanned using SWAMP-In-A-Box, an offline, not the 
online instance.  The TAP Lab is establishing a git repository (via DI2E) to allow secure 
delivery of vendor code. 

23. What severity findings must be resolved during SWAMP or Fortify scans?   
It depends upon the maturity of the system.  In general all High risk vulnerabilities flagged 
by the static code analysis tools must be addressed prior to deployment to OBAC or other 
AFSPC environments.  Capabilities that are not destined for the OBAC or other AFSPC 
environments may have different standards for resolution (could be higher or lower). 

24. What is your relative preference for development “within SOFA” using the SDK vs. 
capabilities which may extend outside with API guided development?   
The government prefers that capabilities that are being developed with the OBAC in mind as 
a transition point use the SOFA SDK and documented APIs.  However, other options are 
acceptable, but they must be fully described within the white paper. 

25. Could you be more specific about what is meant by a “end-user”?   
End-users are the eventual users/stakeholders of the capability (e.g. OBAC, USFS, NOAA, 
etc.).  The government will use these transition partners as experts to determine if the 
proposed capability has user value. 

26. I’m interested to hear what the OBAC does, could you provide a general description of 
what they do?   
The OBAC’s mission statement is “Providing 24/7 tactically relevant Battlespace Awareness 
and Technical Intelligence OPIR data to the warfighter.”  Essentially, the OBAC is there to 
provide OPIR data with further analysis, special tools, and more data from other entities 
attached to it, to fulfill the battlespace Awareness/Technical Intelligence need through the 
force.  The OBAC is run by the 460th Operations Group at Buckley AFB, CO and provides 
worldwide missile warning and tracking for homeland defense.  566th Intelligence Squadron 
also works alongside OBAC operators.   

27. In reference to “Discussion of past performance detailing recent (within the last 3-5 
years) accomplishments and work which are in any way relevant to the effort required 
by this BAA. This should include previous cost and schedule performance, contract 
numbers, and appropriate point of contact with their phone and email address.”  Is this 
to be included in the whitepaper or proposal? 
This type of information can be included in either the Executive Overview, or Key Personnel 
portion of the white paper. 

28. Does the white paper cover sheet need to be an entire page, or can white paper input be 
included on the cover sheet?  Or, in other words, is the white paper content limited to 6 
pages total in addition to the cover sheet? 
Please refer to the FedBizOps posting for what is required on the cover sheet.  The cover 
sheet does not need to be a standalone page, and vendors may start their inputs once the 
required cover sheet items are addressed.  Additionally, the final page (pg 7) is to include a 
mandatory OCI statement ONLY. 
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29. Is it a requirement for a vendor to verify that they have a security clearance even if 
their proposed solution is unclassified?   
The vendor would need proof of citizenship to gain access to the UNCLASSIFIED TAP Lab 
(U-TAP).  The Lab, however, would not grant any vendors access to higher classified areas 
of the Lab without a clearance.  If this is an issue for any vendor, they can consider 
partnering with a cleared contractor to assist with getting the application hosted in the 
appropriate environment.   

30. Can we send encrypted emails to the boulderlab.baa@us.af.mil address when 
submitting white papers?   
More often than not email certificates from outside organizations aren’t easily read by DoD 
certificates.  To ensure the email can be read, please send any emails unencrypted.  

31. For Focus Area 3 – Environmental Monitoring:  Sub-topic on EO/IR + Day/ Night-
Band, are there specific instruments that are being considered as target data sources?  
Is this primarily about current instruments or are you interested in instruments for 
future missions? Are there specific parameters of interest? 
No specific instruments have been identified as target data sources.  Transition capability to 
operations within 2 years is desired.  No specific parameters of interest have been identified.  

32. For Focus Area 3 – Environmental Monitoring: Sub-topic on Ionospheric Monitoring, 
does this topic focus on SBIRS utility for space weather or can other instruments be 
considered?  
Any remote sensing system/data can be considered. 

33. What documentation is being used for TRL definition?   
The government is using a NASA derived definition specifically geared toward software 
development (not system development).  The definitions are outlined below: 

 
TRL Definition Description 

 
1. Basic principles observed and reported. Lowest level of software technology readiness. A 

new domain is being investigated by the basic research community. This level extends to 
the development of basic use, basic properties of software architecture, mathematical 
formulations, and general algorithms. 

2. Technology concept and/or application formulated. Once basic principles are observed, 
practical applications can be invented. Applications are speculative, and there may be no 
proof or detailed analysis to support the assumptions. Examples are limited to analytic 
studies using synthetic data. 

3. Analytical and experimental critical function and/or characteristic proof of concept.  
Active R&D is initiated. The level at which scientific feasibility is demonstrated through 
analytical and laboratory studies. This level extends to the development of limited 
functionality environments to validate critical properties and analytical predictions using 
non-integrated software components and partially representative data. 

4. Module and/or subsystem validation in a laboratory environment (i.e., software prototype 
development environment).  Basic software components are integrated to establish that 
they will work together. They are relatively primitive with regard to efficiency and 
robustness compared with the eventual system. Architecture development initiated to 
include interoperability, reliability, maintainability, extensibility, scalability, and security 

mailto:boulderlab.baa@us.af.mil
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issues. Emulation with current/legacy element as appropriate. Prototypes developed to 
demonstrate different aspects of eventual system. 

5. Module and/or subsystem validation in a relevant environment.  Level at which software 
technology is ready to start integration with existing systems. The prototype 
implementations conform to target environment/interfaces. Experiments with realistic 
problems. Simulated interfaces to existing systems. System software architecture 
established. Algorithms run on a processor(s) with characteristics expected in the 
operational environment. 

6. Module and/or subsystem validation in a relevant end-to-end environment. Level at 
which the engineering feasibility of a software technology is demonstrated. This level 
extends to laboratory prototype implementations on full-scale realistic problems in which 
the software technology is partially integrated with existing hardware/software systems. 

7. System prototype demonstration in an operational, high-fidelity environment. Level at 
which the program feasibility of a software technology is demonstrated. This level 
extends to operational environment prototype implementations, where critical technical 
risk functionality is available for demonstration and a test in which the software 
technology is well integrated with operational hardware/software systems. 

8. Actual system completed and mission qualified through test and demonstration in an 
operational environment.  Level at which a software technology is fully integrated with 
operational hardware and software systems. Software development documentation is 
complete. All functionality tested in simulated and operational scenarios. 

9. Actual system proven through successful mission-proven operational capabilities.  Level 
at which a software technology is readily repeatable and reusable. The software based on 
the technology is fully integrated with operational hardware/software systems. All 
software documentation verified. Successful operational experience. Sustaining software 
engineering support in place. Actual system. 

 
34. How does the activity of RS with FORGE play into the SOFA (i.e how do they work 

together) (Slide 13)?   
The Government expects the TAP Lab to adopt the FORGE framework when it is ready.  
Until FORGE is ready, the TAP Lab will move forward with SOFA. 

35. Will you have GPU enabled infrastructure? 
Currently the TAP Lab is in the process of installing the first GPU server. More are 
following. There will be GPU capability. It will be “high demand, low density”. 

36. Is there a SOFA/HEMI layer and is this where the applications will sit at the interface 
level?  (see slide 15 from Industry Day charts) 
Yes, the applications will interface with SOFA via its common APIs, subscribing to and 
publishing data on the service bus as components of an orchestrated processing chain. 

37. Is the framework inclusive of a data platform as well?  (see slide 16 from Industry Day 
charts) 
No, the framework provides mechanisms for moving data through the processing chain, but 
static datasets being played back must be loaded manually or set up as inputs to the 
processing chain. 

38. Can 3rd party consultant bring in toolkits or processes that they prefer?  (see slide 16 
from Industry Day charts)  
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Yes, but depending on the toolkit, may be allowed on case-by-case basis.   
39. Will you have GPU enabled capability?  (see slide 17 from Industry Day charts) 

Outside software tools may be allowed on case-by-case basis.  Preference, however, are for 
vendors and their subcontractors to use the in-house tools provided by the TAP Lab.   

40. Is BA/TI the primary focus of OBAC? (see slide 19 from Industry Day charts) 
Yes, with emphasis on the phase 0/1 mission (i.e. results in minutes to 24 hours). 

41. For anything that moves to OBAC, how does the IT architecture compare to what’s at 
the TAP?  (see slide 22 from Industry Day charts) 
Intent is to have identical framework architectures in both facilities.  The TAP Lab is 
creating a staging environment that will be as close to identical to the OBAC as possible.   

42. Do the ACC Analysts have a full suite of resources?  (see slide 23 from Industry Day 
charts) 
Yes, they have full reach out to the intel community 

43. How many personnel work at the OBAC?  (see slide 22 from Industry Day charts) 
Roughly 30-40 personnel work at the OBAC.   

44. Can you say anything more about the SSA type work that you’re involved in?  (see slide 
23 from Industry Day charts) 
There is coordination between SMC/RSX, other DoD organizations, and IC OPIR 
communities, including NSDC at Schriever AFB and SMC/SY.  

45. What is the ultimate plan for these BAA projects?  Is it to get to an idea at the end of 
the PoP, or, do you want an actual ready capability at the end?  (see slide 23 from 
Industry Day charts) 
The goal of these projects are to deliver capability to the end user, so a ready capability at 
the end is highly desired.   

46. When you talk about framework, are you talking about SEGA or SOFA?  (see slide 31 
from Industry Day charts) 
The framework is SOFA.  SEGA is the OBAC network enclave on which instances of SOFA 
are running. 

47. Can you dive a bit more into application aggregation?  (see slide 35 from Industry Day 
charts) 
The best example is through smart phone applications.  Many types of applications have the 
ability to be interoperable with other applications in order to pull and share data.  

48. Will the Call 4 Industry Day slides be available?   
Yes, posted to Boulderlab.org in the resource library 

49. Will developing an app on the SOFA framework be able to transition to FORGE?   
If you are developing your app to work on SOFA, that will make transitioning to FORGE 
simpler. 

50. Please describe in details the TAP lab data management tier of the infrastructure to 
include products and interfaces?   
Currently, datasets of interest are manually saved from the rolling archive and stored in the 
static data library.  A tool has been developed to extract the associated metadata and 
populate the TAP Lab database to facilitate searching through the datasets.  Once a dataset 
has been identified, developers must load the data to feed their applications.  This can be 
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integrated directly into the application, or the developer can use various SOFA apps to read 
the data and create a stream that their application can subscribe to. 

51. Has the 3rd Party consultant been identified & will they bring in their “preferred” tools 
and processes?   
For HEMI/SOFA integration effort, the vendor is SciTec.   

52. Will the framework be published so that we can get access to it?   
The framework documentation for SOFA is posted on boulderlab.org. 

53. Is there a mechanism to get access to classified SBIRS data?   
Yes, a DD254 on an active contract, but active boulderlab.org accounts can currently access 
simulated OPIR data sets from ASSET on boulderlab.org.  ASSET simulations are 
representative of OPIR data in HDF5R format and do not simulate any specific OPIR 
system, real or planned.   

54. Can a single offeror submit multiple whitepapers?   
Yes, and you can resubmit whitepapers from previous calls 

55. Please provide examples of TAP Lab to OBAC transition?   
One example is ARROW from SciTec 

56. Given the discussion we had about the bidders library (boulderlab.org), would you 
consider pushing back on the due date for whitepapers?  
No, not at this time.   

57. Can you discuss more on data rights?   
Data rights are as discussed in the FBO posting.  The white papers should fully disclose the 
proposed data rights and discuss the rationale if planning for other than Unlimited rights. 

58. Can the government update the bidders library with more data?   
Yes, SOFA documentation will be made available on bidders library (boulderlab.org) as well 
as descriptions for each of the awarded projects though this BAA.   

59. For the environmental Mission Area – EO and low light sub type – which of the 
following are applications to be considered:  SBIRS only, SBIRS and other sensors, 
other existing sensors, new not yet developed sensor? 
There are no restrictions on remote sensing sources or combinations of sources that may be 
proposed, however feasibility, accessibility, mission value/end user impacts and timelines 
will be evaluated accordingly.  All white paper submissions must be unclassified.   

60. Can FFRDCs submit white papers? 
No 

61. Does TAP make use of digital threat models of adversary ballistic/cruise/hyper-sonic 
missiles?  For example:  MDA/EIT threat models, NASIC OMEGA models, etc. – or is 
all TAP analysis based on real data collects? 
SMC has requested and received TMAP inputs from NASIC for previous BAA projects.  The 
TAP Lab has the Master Target File (MTF) and DSP Observation Database (DODA) 
developed and updated by Project West Wing (PWW).   

62. What tools are used to model threat IR signature and phenomenology?  
The ASSET OPIR simulation developed by AFIT can be made available to any Government 
Contractor, as well as the MTF and DODA.  SMC can and has submitted Coliseum requests 
for additional modeling support from NASIC for previous BAA projects.   
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63. Is there a desire for commercial products/end-items? 
A deliverable product to the TAP Lab or OBAC is desired at the end of the period of 
performance.   

64. How much time does it take to complete a yaw-flip?  
Classified answer, cannot respond in this forum. 

65. Is there any need for generation of additional/novel synthetic data for testing TAP Lab 
Ops? 
Possibly, however deltas over and above what current capability provides and the value 
added must be detailed/described.  

66. How does SOFA 3 differ vs HEMI? 
SOFA 3 is a contract vehicle and HEMI is a software framework product developed by 
Lockheed Martin 

67. Is HEMI no longer used? 
The HEMI software delivered to the Government is still used, and will be until transition to 
FORGE takes place.  The term, HEMI is being retired in favor of SOFA.  

68. How does SOFA 3 differ from SEGA? 
SOFA 3 is a contract vehicle, SEGA is an enclave at the OBAC that employs the SOFA 
software. 

69. GOES data mentioned….Will Himawari-8 data also be available? 
Himawari-8/AHI data is unclassified and available via internet sources.   

70. Data listed in the TAP Lab included VIIRs imagery.  Is access provided to NOAA data 
products based on VIIRS? (i.e. NOAA Enterprise Data Products, such as cloud or 
aerosol products) (slide 12) 
VIIRS data products are unclassified and available via internet sources 

71. For contractors interested in interoperability with other existing apps (i.e. 
“aggregation”), is there a summary of existing apps/capabilities available?  Something 
more descriptive than titles of the awards on the TAP website would be useful.   
Yes, a description of each project that has been awarded under this BAA are available on 
boulderlab.org.   

72. Is SOFA/HEMI going to be the boundary for what to integrate?  Will containers then 
access the SOFA/HEMI msg bus? 
Yes, applications should be designed to interface with the SOFA message bus, and if 
containerized, these containers would be allowed to access the message bus.  BAA white 
paper submissions that intend on consuming SBIRS HDF5R data should deliver software 
consistent with the SOFA API.  Docker containers have been found to simplify the 
integration and are desirable. 

73. Is BAA Call 3 completely closed out or can vendors still submit an entry?  If not, how 
can a new entrant submit new/different ideas?   
BAA Call 3 is closed out and the government is not accepting any more entries.  The way for 
a new entrant to submit new/different ideas is to submit a white paper for BAA Call 4.   

74. Does the base effort have to include a transition path?  Or, can the transition path be 
presented via options for a phased development/pricing approach?   



BAA Call #4 Questions and Answers 
Update:  2 July 2019 

9 

It is recommended to include a transition path in your white paper; however, transition can 
also be considered in potential follow-on efforts.  Options for phased development/pricing 
approach can also be considered.   

75. Do you know if Klockwork qualifies as an information assurance source code scan?  
(see slide 17 from Industry Day charts) 
Yes, if accompanied by assessment of the results by the development team.   

76. For static analysis tools, does Klockwork qualify? 
Yes, if accompanied by assessment of the results by the development team.   

77. Referring to Ionsopheric Monitoring:  1) can satellite data outside of OPIR data be used 
(i.e. DSP, GPS, etc.), 2) are the nowcasts and forecasts meant to improve decisions 
about satellite health and safety, communications, or scientific absolutes, and 3) are the 
outputs this research meant for OBAC, 557th Weather Wing or both?   
Ionospheric data collects can be from all platforms.  Ionospheric forecasts are used for 
tactical situational awareness for push to talk users such as special operation forces.  
Outputs can go to either OBAC, Joint Space Operations Center (JSpOC), 557th and/or 
NOAA’s Space Weather Prediction Center (SWPC).   

78. Please define the data type acronyms in the BAA (i.e. HEMI, HDF5, SAGE, VCDU*, 
etc.) 
HEMI – Highly efficient machine interface 
HDF5 – Hierarchical Data Format 5 
SAGE – Semi-automatic Ground Environment 
VCDU* – Virtual Channel Data Unit 
L1L – Level 1 Lattice 
*Please note:  Focus Area #4 in the BAA has a typo.  Instead of VDCU it should be VCDU.   

79. Please define the data format of the data types described in the BAA 
Data formats and descriptions for SOFA/HEMI can be found in the bidders library on 
boulderlab.org.   

80. Can the government describe current TAP Lab hardware, network, and storage 
architecture with throughput, bandwidth, latency and performance?   
Any released documentation on the TAP Lab architecture can be found in the bidders library 
on boulderlab.org.   

81. Are there any document(s) which describe key functionality provided to the OBAC by 
the SAGE, EWIT, and ARROW tools? If so will they be provided?  
No documents are available at the UNCLASSIFIED level for release at this time.   

82. What are the best aspects of SAGE, EWIT, and ARROW in meeting the OBAC BA 
mission? 
SAGE provides automated track processing and multi-sensor fusion for moving and 
stationary targets.  Visualization provides users with Representative Returns (RR) rendered 
on a semi-three dimensional globe display with event icons for automatically generated 
tracks; a live Wideband (WB) imagery display capable of displaying GEO Scanner and 
Starer (SS and FF), and HEO Scanner simultaneously; and an Event List Window (ELW) 
which displays tabular information for automatically and manually generated tracks.   
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ARROW currently has no visualization capability.  SciTec has created a prototype 
visualization capability that displays monocular calibrated WB imagery simultaneously with 
a clutter suppressed scene and ARROW generated track information.   
 
There are no releasable documents on EWIT at this classification level 

83. What output products are automatically produced by SAGE, EWIT, and ARROW due 
to events? Are there any output Product Specification Documents for these tools? If so, 
will they be provided? 
Depends on the outputs.  Details by event type are at the classified level.  Some message 
types for external recipients have specifications, but there are not specs for internal 
communication.   

84. What types of derivative products are produced with analyst interaction related to 
and/or independent of events by each tool? Are there any Derivative Product 
Specification Documents for these tools? If so, will they be provided? 
This question cannot be addressed at the UNCLASSIFIED level 

85. What improvements are desired for SAGE, EWIT, and ARROW functionality (what 
works well and/or doesn’t work well?)? 
This question cannot be addressed at the UNCLASSIFIED level 

86. Do Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) exist for software integration with the 
OBAC tools (e.g.. SAGE, EWIT, ARROW, others?)? If so, will the API Specifications 
be provided? If not, how does software integrate with the OBAC tools?  
SOFA has APIs which EWIT and ARROW use.  SAGE does not use SOFA APIs. 

87. What image/metadata catalog capability exists today supporting OBAC needs? Which 
functions are automated? Which (if any) are manual? 
The OBAC does not have a databased catalog capability.  Scripts have been built to 
automate some data collection.   

88. What harvesting capability extracts key metadata from SBIRS imagery? 
No harvesting capability exits.   

89. What search parameters are currently supported to capture and correlate multiple 
sources of imagery? What specific improvements are desired? 
Nothing exists.  This is done by hand, usually by an analyst or OBAC operator, where they 
gather the appropriate images based upon event time.  The preference would be to automate 
the gathering so more data can be analyzed.   

90. Since the OBAC already employs a number of tools, is there an appropriate CONOPS 
that might be expected for tool use (e.g., each tool must exchange data with/receive data 
from SAGE for effective use by an analyst in operational use)? If so, will that CONOPS 
Document be provided? 
No CONOPS currently exits for tool use.   

91. Can the two-line-element orbital parameters for SBIRS be made available outside of 
the Boulder facility, e.g., for purposes of predicting matchups with other satellites? 
No, information is classified.   

92. While FFRDCs are not allowed to submit proposals, is there any issue with industry 
partnering with FFRDCs? 
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Per FAR 35.017-1(c)(4), FFRDCs are not able to compete against non-FFRDC concerns. 
93. Can FFRDCs partner with an eligible Prime?   

Per FAR 35.017-1(c)(4) FFRDC’s are not able to compete against non-FFRDC 
concerns.  Using an FFRDC as a significant partner would oppose that regulation. 

94. In the BAA under section 5.3 it states that “The final page shall include a mandatory 
OCI statement ONLY”.  Can you please confirm that this means the OCI statement is 
to be the only item/paragraph listed on the last page, so essentially the White Paper is 6 
pages with the 7th page being the OCI statement?   
Yes, white papers are to be 6 pages with the 7th page being the OCI statement 

95. Is the Government looking for a general OCI statement?  Something along the lines of 
“Vendor does not foresee any potential or actual OCI issues at this time, however, if 
any are identified in the future, vendor will notify the Govt right away”, or should we 
state our compliance/agreement to the two paragraphs (Access To and Use of Govt 
Information; Access To and Protection of Proprietary Information) under section 8.2 of 
the BAA? 
Please state your compliance/agreement to paragraph 8.0 (OCI) in the BAA. 

 


